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Timescale tracker – Public Contracts Regulations 2015
This document sets out key timescales relating to the main contract award procedures under the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. 
The overriding requirement when setting timescales is to allow sufficient time for suppliers to prepare appropriate responses, taking account of the subject of the proposed contract, the contract award procedure to be used and the need, for example, for site visits. The table below sets out the minimum permitted timescales and the maximum permitted reductions. You must also take into consideration the general rules around setting of time limits that are set out at Regulation 47 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.
An appropriate time period will also need to be allocated for other aspects of the procurement process, e.g. evaluation of tender responses.

© 2015 Mills & Reeve LLP. You may use the content of this document provided that you accept that Mills & Reeve LLP excludes any and all liability whatsoever and howsoever arising resulting from any use of the content of this document to the fullest extent permissible by law.

Minimum timescales:
	Choice of procedure
and stage
	Standard timescales
	Option for Member States relating to sub-central contracting authorities
	Tenders submitted electronically
	Requirement is
urgent and longer time limit is impractical as a result
	PIN published no
more than 12 months and no less than 35 days from despatch of contract notice

	Open

	Despatch of contract

notice to receipt of responses
	35 days
	
	5 day reduction
	Period reduced to
15 days
	Period reduced to 15 days

	Standstill
	10 days
	
	
	
	

	 Restricted

	Despatch of contract

notice to receipt of responses
	30 days
	
	
	Period reduced to 15 days
	

	ITT to receipt of bids
	30 days
	May agree time-limit with tenderers – in absence of agreement minimum period
 is 10 days
	5 day reduction
	Period reduced to
10 days
	Period reduced to 10 days

	Standstill
	10 days
	
	
	
	


	Choice of procedure
and stage
	Standard timescales
	Option for Member States relating to sub-central contracting authorities
	Tenders submitted electronically
	Requirement is
urgent and longer time limit is impractical as a result
	PIN published no
more than 12 months and no less than 35 days from despatch of contract notice

	 Competitive with Negotiation

	Despatch of contract

notice to expressions of interest
	30 days
	
	
	Period reduced to15 days
	

	ITN to receipt of initial tenders
	     30 days
	May agree time-limit with tenderers – in absence of agreement minimum period is 10 days
	5 day reduction
	Period reduced to 
10 days
	Period reduced to 10 days

	Standstill
	10 days
	
	
	
	

	 Competitive Dialogue 

	Despatch of contract

notice to expressions of

interest
	30 days
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standstill
	               10 days
	
	
	
	

	 Innovation Partnership 

	Despatch of contract notice to expressions of interest


	30 days
	
	
	
	

	Standstill
	10 days
	
	
	
	


